
Lesions develop on upper 
leaves and produce conidia

Secondary spread 
favoured by high humidity 
and mild temperatures 

Lesions have a net- 
like appearance 

Fungus carries over on 
infected seed, stubble 
and grass weeds 

Fruiting bodies 
(pseudothecia) develop 
on infected crop debris 

Ascospores 

Under moist conditions 
ascospores and conidia are 
windblown or rainsplashed 

onto lower leaves 

Lower leaves of crop 
are infected and 
become symptomatic 

Conidia 

Conidia dispersed by 
wind and rainsplashed 
onto upper leaves of 
neighbouring plants 

Leaf lesions 
produce conidia 

Lesions appear on leaves as 
thin brown blotches which can 
enlarge to several centimetres 

Additional disease 
cycles sometimes 

occur 

Conidia produced 
on stubble 

Disease cycle of Net Blotch

Integrated crop management – Barley

Net Blotch 
(Pyrenophora teres f. teres) 

Net blotch in barley manifests as small, 
dark brown spots that elongate into fine, 

dark brown streaks along the leaf blades, 
creating a net-like pattern. Severely 

affected leaves can yellow and wither, and, 
in severe cases, the disease can also affect 

leaf sheaths and heads.
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